62                     LI HUNG-CHANG

from every record of Li's life that to his mother and
to his second wife he owed much of his genial and
temperate philosophy, his fortitude in adversity, and
his liberal views. To both these women he was
sincerely devoted; his filial piety, indeed, shone
out so brightly before men, especially on the occasion
of his mother's funeral, that his enemies in the
Censorate referred to it more than once as proof of his
vainglorious ostentation and illgotten wealth.

After his departure with his troops to put down the
rebellion in Shensi in 1870 (from which duty he pro-
ceeded direct to the Viceroyalty at Tientsin), he
never saw his mother alive. She died in the spring
of 1882, at the official residence of his brother, the
Viceroy Li Han-chang, at Wuchang* Li gave
classically eloquent expression to his grief and to his
desire to fulfil at all costs the Confucian ritual of
mourning, which prescribes twenty-seven months'
retirement from public life on such occasions* His
numerous memorials to the Throne begging to be
released from office are still regarded by the liUrati
as models of their kind. Several of them have been
published in English works ; but one Is worthy of
reproduction, not only because it is a fine example
of the Viceroy's literary style, but because it records
certain facts pertinent to the study of his career* li
was published in the Peking Gazette on May l6thj>
1882 :

" Li^Hung-chang, having received word from home
that his mother is no better, sends in, a Memorial pray*
ing that he may be granted leave of absence to go and
seeer at once. He states that his mother

maiden name was also Li) has been residing for tht past
ten years or so at the Yamen of his brother Li Hato